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Ripped from today’s headlines…
Nefarious: A Novel
SYNOPSYS
When Army Communications Captain Alton Blackwell takes a hit
to the leg while on active duty in Afghanistan, both his selfconfidence and his leg are shattered in the explosion. Assigned
to a desk job while recovering, Blackwell nonetheless manages
to prove his resourcefulness as he matches wits with Al-Qaeda
operatives in the dangerous regions of Kabul. Unable to fully
heal, he resigns himself to the abrupt end of his military career
as well as any hope to win the affections of the beautiful and
intelligent Lieutenant Mallory Wilson.
Upon returning state-side, the quiet civilian life is quickly left far
behind when Blackwell’s colleague Zach Lambert calls him from
a weekend camping trip in the throes of a devastating illness with
forbidding implications.
In a story out of today’s headlines, Blackwell and now-FBI Agent
Wilson explore the possible diversion of a biotech’s project to
develop an improved vaccine, scouring leads at the CDC and
biotec company, putting their Army and professional skills to the
test, and narrowly escaping agents with a murderous agenda at
every turn. The closer they come to the truth, the quicker the
bodies pile up, along with the suspects. To get to the bottom of
the sinister scheme, can Blackwell still use wits when his body
has failed him? And will he survive long enough to tell his
colleague of the feelings for her he has long kept secret?
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Thriller/mystery author Steve Freeman is a former
member of the US Army's Signal Corps, a twentysix year employee of a large American technology
company, and an avid traveler who has visited five
continents. The Blackwell Files novels draw
from his firsthand knowledge of military service,
the tech industry, and the diverse cultures of
our world.
He currently lives near Atlanta, Georgia with his
wife, daughter, and two dogs.
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How have world events, such as the ongoing conflict in
Afghanistan and NSA covert programs, influenced your
writing?
How have your life experiences influenced Nefarious?
To what extent is it autobiographical?
What writers are most influential to your work?
Do you anticipate future novels featuring Alton and
Mallory, the two main protagonists of Nefarious?
What sets Nefarious apart from other thrillers?
How did you start writing?
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Prologue
Alton awoke with a start, his heart pounding almost as loudly as the battering ram
crashing into the front door. How had they found him so quickly? Why hadn’t the diversion
worked? Attempting to balance silence with speed, he rose from the couch, glided through the
connecting door into the neighboring apartment, and approached the side window.
Thank God Mallory’s place is on the ground floor.
He climbed through the window, closed it with a quiet snick, and—thankful for the cover
provided by a dusk rapidly turning into night—limped across the lot to his vehicle, a late-model
Explorer stashed behind a couple of low-rider pickups. As he slid into the seat, he could see
dark jackets and flashlights huddled around the front door, which was beginning to buckle. Two
more agents guarded the back exit.
Patience…patience.
Alton waited for the agents to break through the door and storm the apartment. Only
then did he drive away with headlights off.
Once he cleared the parking lot, he called Mallory. “Don’t go home.”
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